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Common Mvths Ahowt Anarch ism
Notes

1'Chom-ilcv on Anarchism, Marxism and Hope for the Future". Interview mRed
Aniack Ma|!a. ine |ws hnp //Hag hlackened.netAevolt'ThrA»oaiiirhr2 html
2"Consent or Coercion" by AITmtiy Group of Hvnlutiortaiy AnvehiMs
V-The Spanish Civil War Anarchism In Action" by Eddie (onion. Chapter 2
http/'WWW Stmgple ws/spain/pam intro.html or downloadable from the rah nn
website

4-Fvetvthinp You Ever Wanted To Know About Anarchy" by Anarchist Media
Group. (arJifI (T 'Kt http 'wwwspunk.orp/texts/inlro'spOOnl4S.html

Anarebistf advocate eaiplete chaas. This is acomplete m>ah xsiih m> ba^is tn
reality Anarchists do not advocate chaos and anarchy does not mean chao';
Similar siwtder used to be said about ihe ideas of democracy and rxrpuhliis. In
places where aMonwchy was thought necessary the idea ol elected gos’cmmcni'.
was often equated with complete chaos. This associtfion is the result of slander by
the powerful (the state, coiporatiows, etc.) lhat control the media and is. untortu-
nately, not asurprise. Smee anarchists seek to overthrow them it is not surpri'inr
that they would slander anarchism with all sorts of absurd tv>nsense

Anarchists beFieve in mindless sdnlence. Another common sterrotxpe i^ that cl
the mad homh-throwing anarchist who ads’oeatrs carnage and destruction foi th .-
sake of it. This too is amyth. Anarchists do not normally go around ihrowiny
homhs at everyone nor do we consider heating up old ladies a\irtue It is true th.it
there have been anarchists who have used violetKC to advance Ihcir cause hut Ihiv
is true of every political philosophy Repuhlicans and democrats have used much
more violence throughout history then anarchists, yet they are never demonised
crazed bomb throwers. Indeed, Ihe state is not nnly inherenitv violent hut Ihe m<>M
violent organisation in human histoty. It uses violence on asystemic level tin the
form of police Amilitaries) and is responsible for numerous Rem*cides TS-- tHi-
is vastly more violent than Ihe most violent of anarchists

Websites For More Readine:
http '\vw\s anarchism, ws
http ''Pae.blackened net
http /'wwM anarchs laq org
http	 anarchy.vchives org
http /■wssvs mutualisl net
http ''wvvsv p.uecon org
ht tp ’ \ vs \w y im i l iMsm com

http A'illegalvoices org'ap«K
http/'www.inrnshop org
http ''www.anarchosyriditaIism org
http /Asrww spunk org
hrtp7/www ainfos ca'
http //question-e\ en thing mahosi orr
http t'ssosos rahala/a net zabatwA'

Anarchists, by deftaHW*, nra appased ta arfanisatinn The east maionf. of
anarchists art not opposed to orgatisalion. Wha* anarchists are oppt»sed to is hier¬
archical organisation -organhalions in which one group of people tells the other
members what to do. Instead anarchists advocate org»iisatiop oithoul auih tiv.
where all members have an equal say in group decisions

Further Reading

I n t m d a e t l M u :

Anarchy .AGraphic Guide by ClitTord Harper
ABC of Anarchism by Alexander Perkman
Anarchism hv Daniel Guerin

Theory;
Anarchy mAction hy Colin Ward
Quiet Rumors edited by Darkstar
Anarchism and the Black Revolution hy I(.rrnzo Knmb<M i
WTiat is Property ’by Joseph Proudhon
Bakunin on Anarchism edited by ‘̂ am DHcon
Conquest of Bread hy Peter Kropotkin
Mutual Aid by Peter Kropotkin
Anarchism and other Essays bv Emma Goldman
Red Emma Speaks edited by Alix Shulman
Anarcho-Syndicalism by Rudolph Rocker
Nationalism and (ulture by Rudolph Rocker
Ecotopr of Freedom by Murray Bookchin
Post-Seweity Anarchism by Murray Bookchin
Manufacturinf: Cor«enl by Noam Chomsky
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gel Uî ethcr ami hold ageneral a:>sc(nbly where they can divide up the Livks they
■wr-^ U> do and decide who will do whaL It needed they can assi^ one or mure peo¬

ple lo act as co-ordiMton. Such co-«rduiaion would simply unplcmeni the plans
developed by the igeacral assembly and would have no authority themselves. In the
Ukrainian and Spanish Revolutions when wotkers look over factories, the worker
assemblies otten created lachiry conunittces that performed adminisuative and co¬
ordination tasks. Decision-making power stayed with the worker assemblies, the
laclory commiuecs simply implemenied what the workers decided in their assem¬
blies. L'o-orJinaUon between multiple assemblies can be dune through the council
s y. s i c m .

Wbat Auarchism Really Stands For

Anarchy comes Irom the Greek and literally means 'no rulers.* Anaichists arc
anii-authuhUrians who seek lo abolish doainatioa It is important to diflercttiiaif
between dillcicnt two types of authohly: kgitimaie (or rational) authority and ille-
giiimale (or irraliunal) authority In other words, there's adifference between being
an authonty and having authority. Being an authority means that apenon is iccog-
iii/cd as compriaii (nr any particular task based on ha or his knowledge aitd indi-
viJuai skills. It IS socially acknowledged expertise. Legitimate authonties are
cKperts who arc particularly knowlcdgcabk. skilful or wise in any particular area,
hmay be in our best interests to fuilow their recommendations, but they have no
power to force us tu do so, nor should they. Legitimate authonty is this kind of
luihority the authority of an expert.

Having authority is asocial relationship based on status and power daivcd from
ahierarchical position within agroup, it means dividing society/Ihe group into the
iirda givos and ihc urda takas. The orda givers, the authortlics, tell the orda tak¬
ers what lo do and they must obey. This is lUegitimalc authority. Kboss, for exam¬
ple. IS an illcgiiimaie authority bffaitsr. employca must obey lus orders. When
Something is described as 'aulhontarian* it usually means that it uses illcgiiiiaaie
authority.

Hierarch) is essentially institutionalised authonty. it uapyramidal structured
oiganisation cunsistmg of asates of grades, ranks or offices of increasing powa,
prestige, and/or remunaation. Those with Iowa ranks must obey those with high¬
er ranks. Hiaarchics mainiain cuoirol by coaciun -the threat of negative saitcitons
1physical, economic, social, etc.) against those who doo'l obey. Hierarchical organ¬
isations are, by- dcliniiion, organisatioos that are run by elites. Those on the top, the
elite, have more powa then those oo the bottom. Hierarchical authority is the
authonty that is inherent in any hierarchy. This is the same thing as illegilimalr (or
irrational) authonty -that is, rclaliuna of command and obedience. Anotha name
li>r this is domination.

.Anarchism is atltcmc y-epticism of authority. Tltc basic idea is to abolish dom-
matiun in bwour of asociety based on vohinlary co-opoaiioa As the snatcbisi
Noam Chomsky said:

I l * u .

7

\ m J t t
s r a a v t

Ithink it only mak« jcnsc lo seek out and identify structures of authority,
hierarchy, and dominalinn in evoy aspect of life, and to challenge them,
unless ajusuficaliao for them can be gtvat, they are ilkgitimaie. and should
he dismantled, to increase the scope of human freedom. That includes polu-
ical powa. ownership and managonoU. relations among men and women.
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fwnits and children, our control over the tale offulurc generations ithe basic
moral imperative behind the envirotrmenul movement in mv viewi and
much else. Naturally this means achallenge to the huge instituii.ms ..1 coer¬
cion Birf control; the state, the unaccountable private tyrannies that control
most of the domestic and intenialianal economy, and so on Rut not only
these. That IS what Ihave itway-s understood to be the essence of anarchism
the cofwidion that the burden of proof has l« he placed on authont>. „d that
It shiwld be dismntled if that burden caimol be met Sometimes the burden

be met If Fra taking awalk with my grandchiWren and they dart cut into
®"'y	 but also ph>steal coercion to stop

hem. The act should be challenged, but IIhtnk it can readilv meet the ihal-
1̂  there «e other cases; life is acomplex affair, we understand verslittle about hum»s and society, and grand pronouncemenu are gcneralK

more aof hann dun of benefit. But the perspective ,s aral.d one I
think, and can lead us quite along wa> I

Following Chomsky’s logic, anarchists

was compictels non-violent and volunury but doing so would be extremely difTi-
cull because few people would volunteer lu be poor and work in their sweatshops.
Few people will volunteer to be oppressed, especially in an anarchist society where
hierarchy would be viewed quHe negatively Re-establishing some form of domi-
natkm through purely voluntary and non-violent means would Ihcrerurc be almost
impossible.

H a w C a a M A a

Stat is t Armies?

The same tactics used to overthrow hierarchy, direct action, could he used against
coimter-ievi.lutionary armies Hiis includes, but is not limited to. civil disnbedi-
etKc. sirikirs. insurrections, street fighting, etc. If necessary the population could be
armed and adecentralised network of democratic militias formed to wage guerrilla
warfare against the statist liirccs This can be done against both tnreign invaders (if
one part .●! the world is in anarchy and the other is authuriianan) and against domes¬
tic coiinier-rev niutionaries who aitempt to use violeiKc to force everyone hack
an authoritarian sinriely

AMrthWt Society Defead lUeir Fmn Ferctpi Attrt̂ shon andc a n

i n t o**“* bierarchs, bcMlies of peimlc
tS	 '*	 *»*ould be abol ished Some anar-

chists lake this astep finher and oppose other forms of authontv. afew argue that
cgitimale authomy (expanse) is also unjusliried. but most do not I'niess agoiKJjustification c« be given for any form ol authonty it should be abdished In the

«ithonfy anarchist believe there is no valid jus.iriciion for it
all major hierarchical mstitutions should be abolished

ahierarchy of orda givers and onter takers
their own life and an equal say in group decisioni

Haw WoaM Aaarrhists Deal WHh aati-Social Crimn?

Crime is ihe result ofhiervchy; the abolition of hierarchy will cause it to disappear
9V, of crime is caused by patriarchy, private property and capitalism (stealing,
etc. j: its abolition will result in the end of 95S of crime What little is left ova
could be better dealt with by the community than by any police force. Many his¬
torical pre-capiulist sociaies had little or no crime; afew weeks after the Spwiish
RevolutHin began, crime plummeted The stale has proven completely incapable of
combating crime -it has been trying to prevent crone for yean yet has heen a
picte failure Mbest it merely punishes people afta the fact. 'Prisons fail to
improve or reform anyone. Local people aware of eadi other's circimstances would
be able to apply more suitable solutions, in keepb« svith the needs of the victim and
the ofTenda The present penal system, on the other hand, creates criminal behav¬
iour. Long-term prisoners are often rendeied incapable of surviving outside
institution that makes all their decisioiis for them. How nlocking people up with
others ol an anti-social turn of mind... supposed to develop responsibility and
sofiabic bchavioijr'> Uf course it does just the opposite The majority of prisoners
re-offend ■●4 The stale and capitalism are far worse then crime; they Ull and rob
ascale far greata than any ordinary criminal. Unifcr Ihe present s> stem petty
inals go to prison but the hig criminals run the country.

Bnt We Need Co redfnaW— and Adminht raMan

It is possible to co-ordinate activities without hierarch) .Any group r*f people

Instead of dividing societv
everyone should have control

i n t o
o v f f
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Wbat Aaarchists Oppo&cThere were elso elemenU ut mulualiun unpIcmcnuU in some placesr o u n i s m

Dccciunluctl mililMS were funned lo fi^l aftAinst the FascisU. After three yean
of civil w« the faaciiu won. The victory of tascisaa was due iMit only to iheir supe-

nd aeouwiir. ̂ mn Hilkr &Mitsiolint but also strategic enurs made by
the Murrhit-eymlî -alieK and baJuubbuig by Marxist and Republican 'allies' in the
fight against fascism.

Hierarchy: As explained above, anarchists arc opposed lo dooiinaiion. Relations
III command and obedience arc not only unnecessary but also inherently detrimen-
lal lo humanity. Everyone should have coriuol of their own life instead of being
H..isscd around by others.

n o r a r m s

(apilaluoa: (apiulism is an economic system based upon wage labour. Under
capitalism asmall group uf people, the capitalist class, owns the means of produc-

(land. factories, mines, etc )and the working class (the majority of the popula¬
tion) musi sell Ibetf labour to the capitalist class in order lo survive. If the woiitcrs
dll not sell Iheir labour they will starve because they do not have access to the means
III pruduclion ●the capitalist clau monopolizes them. The ownership of the means
ft production by the capiulisa does not have lo be direct but can be tfaiougb an
urganisation they conlnd, such as corporations. Aiurchists are also opposed lo all
olher class systems but locus on capiulism because it is the dominant ccopomic sys¬
tem today. Class is economic hioarchy. Other class systems include feudalism,
vuviei-st) le 'socialism* (which many anarchists consider to be aform of stare-cap¬
ital ism) and slavery.

Common Questions and Objections m n

What Would You Replace The StaU WUh?
Nothing Would you replace atumor?

W h a t A b s m H i

If human nature is had then hierarchy should be abolished because those on the uip
will inewiiabty abuse then power. It human nature is good then there is no need for
hierarchy brcaiisc people will do good things wiibout being dumuiaied by others.
Either way. we should have anarchy. If people are loo evil to rule themselves then
they are far loo evil to rule other people. The immense majority ot human history
has been bvod bhunlcripUbcrcr societies, afarm of primilivist anarchy If human
nature baoun any paitkular toctai system it fevnun huntcr-gathner anarchy

ia what the mmority of human histoiy has been lived in. Given the
iromense diversity of social systems humans havx created over the eons it is unlike¬
ly that human nature, if it even exists, plays agreat role bdetermining social struc-

N a t u r e

The StaU: Sociolugisl!i define the stale (also colled govcnuncni) as an otgaaisauoa
wib amonopoly (or near monopoly) on Ihe legitimate use of violence, bis acen¬
tralised rule making body wib apyramidal, hierarchical stiuctute that uses its
monopoly of force to boss around all those wUhb iu Ictritoiy. Uwaintabs various
armed bodies of people (police, military) and coercive bstituiions (courts, prisons)
with which it coerces the population into obeying iU dictates Because of its hier¬
archical iiruciure and monopoly of force the state always acts to eaforec Ihe rule of
asmall elite. Ii cxisU not lo 'enforce order* or anything like that but to enforce the

ill of the ruling class Anarchists are opposed to all slates, including:

Representative "Democracy": Elected governmenu are nut by and for a
small elite, just like all otha stales. Elected representatives are not tied m
any substantial way to particular policies, regardlea of Ihe preferences of the
electorate. Ordinary people have no real control over the decisions of the
poliliciaiis -once elected bey can make what ever decisions bey want
regardless of what most people want Representatives are sqmtaled from the
population but exposed lo powerful pressure groups including suu bureau¬
cracies. corporations, lobbyists and polilical party power broken.

l u r e .

Wbat Waidd Happen To Former Fotidebns and CapitalisU?
Individual	 and members of be capitalist class from the old society would
be aibwed bbecome part of the new society as equals. They would lose ail their
former powers md privileges and live alongside everyone else as equals. Those
who do not want lo are free to become hermits or leave. Anyone who docs not want
lo pyrttfipftt*' bthe various cuUecUve organisatbas would be free Iu leave and
would be given lo aportion of the means of production so bat they could
support beaueives on Iheir own. During be Spanib Revolution' il >ou didn't want
lo)oi» fr* collective you were given some land but only as much a.s you could work
youraelf. You were not aUowtid to ea«pby*3 wage-labourers They could aOempt
lo set up alternative systems so long as bey arc completely voluntary. They could
attempt U) re-establish capiulism (or some other form of oppression) so long as it

SV
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"Socialht" States; Attempts ti> overthrow the cjpilalisl class arul implement
asocialist "workers’ state" inevitably leads to the replatemem of the old mi¬
me class with anew, bureaucratic ruline class that exploits the working class
just as the old niling class did. There is no cfTective wa> for the working
class as awhole to control the stale. It has amonopoly of force and will sim¬
ply use that monopoly to establish itself as anew ruling class. Decision¬
making power lies with the leaders, not with the masses of ordinary workers.
When the polithuro or parliament or council of people's commissars or other
leaders are making the decisions the worken arc not

Rus nn Impirc. to Germany. The inhabitants ol the likrainc had linie say in this
and were opposed to it Arebellion against Germaa, rule env«ed which tuLd
an anarchist ôhrton. The revoMion was rooted pritiurily among peasants

'"r f	 »*emWi« and commune, wereformed thnmghout much of the Ukraine When it included cities Gmtories were
ên over bŷ  the workers They fonned decentralised demoenuie militim. whichfought guerilla warfare agamst numerous statist armies that invaded the LToaine

dimng this umc penod. The Anmehô Tommunist Nestor Makimo played amamr
It	 ● * *Austnans, ITirainian NalionaJists. and two white

i n t o

*●I	 .	 i n v a s i o n s l e d b y G e n e r a l D e n i k m
JTw D	 **	 ullnweactionmy armies fighting theBolsheviks mRussu). In 1921 the Bolsheviks, having nxcntlv

against the Whites, invaded the Ukraine They used their vastly
to conquer the IIcraine and implement areign of terror

Pafriarcliy: Patriarchy is male domination -asiKial relation in which men ha'.e
power over women; gender hiervehy. In every society men and women are especi-
ed to behave in certain ways and il they do not they are subjected to various forms
of coercion ranging from being made frm of. to violence, to exile. How
woman is expected to behave in agiven society is called their gender. This is dif¬
ferent from sex, which refers to the biological characteristics that distinguish male
from female. Gender varies greatly from society to society. I'nder patriarchy gen¬
der is constructed so that, on average, men have more power than women. The
results of this are quite negative -in addition to diminishing women's freedom il
also results in sexual harassment, reduced opportunities for women, rape and vari¬
ous other forms ot sexual violence Anarchists advocate equality i.t the

Hetcrosexisai: Heterosexism is anatural outcome of the form of patriarchy ihji
exists in the west and many other parts of the world. Gender in most modern pairi-
archical societies is constructed so that heterosexual behaviour is the norm
Homosexuals deviate from how men and women are expected to hchas eand so arc
subjected to various forms of coercion as aresult There is thus ahierarchy betw een
hetero and homosexuals. Anarchists are opposed to any son ol oppression on ihc
basis of one's sexuality

won the civil war
superior resourcesa m a n o r

Spanish Revolution; On July 19, IQJ6 General Franciw. Franco
Fascist coup against the Spanish Republic In resp.H«e the CNF. anarcho-syn¬
dicalist unron, and tf* UGT. aradon affiliated with the Spraurf, SocWi« P.̂

!ThcRepuWkrofmedtoraleararasnstethewrakera*,*,;mu. the barrack, «ul dirtribraed ram, u. the people. They fought aral def̂
ed the Farcisl coup in two-lhird, of Spain. The tfaie was effectively deAroyed: the
Hillary wsi, in rebellion and the police forces had dinolved during the fighting
Thew êrsâ pea«m,proceededroiakeovrctfra|«Klraulfactor̂  Collertv«

CoHecthriroiwa, the main economte
sy«em, although afew village, abolbhed money raui implemenled an«eh..<»m-

launched a

i
Auarchim aad Ihc Spaaiili Revulutiou

The Wrbsile below hra humhedi tif doraiiii lUi til p|
during ihe lime and all produced

di about the rcvobuian. ils mcccnes and
fadare, and why awas defeatedWhite Supremacy; Race is asocial construction It div ides apopulaiu.ii into a

hierarchical set of "races" with those on top ●the white race -having privileges and
power over those in other "lower* races. Race is hereditary. I'sually people
assigned to their race ba«d on some meaningless characleristk, suvh as skin colour
Race is not at all biological but is apure rocial construction, looking at diftcreni
societies that have different constructions of race easily proves this. Whai
Americans call blacks are actually broken into several dilTcrent rates in most Latin
American countries (blacks, mulattos, etc). In the US. Irish, Italians and Fast
Furopeans were considered non-white ahundred years ago hut today are considi t. d
whites In Rwanda two groups mnsi ●'white" people would i.,nsulct hl.ii I, IliiUo

htlp;//www.(lruggl«.wf/i ik
a r e

Aurrkisai ta tke Rassiaa Reirolatfcia
h l m l

Auarckbui iu the Ukaiuiau Rcvuluttou
b l l p : / / w w w
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ikJviicaie ihiDKS (sulK as a£Oti-kin|t) ihaJ conUadict ihe basi«. ideai above uisis, are regarded as two dtflcrcnl races. W/hUc supremacy first arose with
ihi; Allaiuiv Slave Trade as away of justifying it and of sptilling the working class
111 insuie that poor whites did not ally with rebellious blacks.

u n J

Anarchy In Action Impcrtalisa: Imperialism is asocial lelolionship in which the rulers of one coun-
irv duminalc the population of another counto' or Ictiiloiy. A.1 present the Untied
Males is the main imperialist nation, dominating most olha countries in the world.
I'asl imperialist powers have included the Soviet Union, Rome, Germany, England
a n d t h e A / i c x v.

Everyday Life: 'lltcrc arc many examples of anarchist principles in real life Some
of them come from the doily lives of ordinary people living in contemporary hier¬
archical s<>cietics. One example is 'a group of friends going on acomping Inp.
They plan their inp, and each person brings usehd skills and tools to share. They
work logctha to set up tents, fish, cook, clean up, with no one in aposition ol
authoniy over anyone else. The group organises itself, chores are done, and every¬
one passes Ihe tune as they please, alone or in groups with others People discu.ss
their concens and possible sohuions arc proposed. No one is hound in go along
with Ihe group, but choosmg to spend time together implies awillingness to at least
try to work out constructive solutions to the problems and fncltons that will
uicvitabiy arise. If no resolution is possible, the disseming indiv iduals can lorm
anolha grouping or leave without fear of persecution by the rest of the gruup ’2
Similar nonhicrarchical forms of organisation happen all the lime even in the must
mUhoritahan of societies. TheyYe mformal and small scale but it is an example uf
anarchy in action. In an anarchist society non-hicrarchicoi forms of organisation
would be the dominant form of organisation.

Priaitivim Societies: There have been many examples ol anarchist societies
througlmul history; most of them have been agrarian or hunter-gatherer societies,

ly was lived in primiiivc anarchy The human
race has been around between 30,000 and SUO.OUO yesn (depending on how you
define human and whm cstimalcs you use). Tlie first states come aiound about
7,000 years ago in Mesopotamia. For along time after states and classes were cre¬
ated they were limited to cctlain pans of die world while much of the globe lived in
anarchy. It is only in the last couple of ccniuncs that states came to nile the enure
world, primarily as aresult of conquest. Although far from pafcct. most primitiv ist
societies were nut the Hobbesian hcIHioles they arc often portraved as (see Sbme
Afc Economics by Marshall Sahlins or African Anarchism by Sam Mbah and IE
Igmiwcy). \Meil known indig îintM anorcho-prunitivisi societies include the IKung
â  the Igbo (priot to western imperialism).

Revotetion: In early 1911 the new Bolshevik govcmmciu of Russia
mode peace with Germany and agreed to give up Ihe Ukraine, formerly part of the

Basic Prmciples of Anarchism

Anli-AutborilarwMsm: Anarchists arc extremely sceptical about the need lor any
hind of ouihiirity At minimum all anarchists bclî  that hierarchy should be abol¬
ished and some take this further and oppose other hums of authority. Instead of
hictarvhv, everyone should have control over their own life and an equal say in
group decisions

Free Association: Everyone should be allowed to associate ficcly with those they
choose and to disassociate themself when they choose. Individuals should not be
loiced into social relations against their will. Society should be based upon tree
agreement, rather than coercion.

The immense majority of h
Mutual Aid: Instead of aUempling to dominole each other, social rclouons should
be based on solidarity and voluntary co-opcnlioo. When individuals come togeth¬
er to help each other they ca.i acuimpUsh mote than when they work against each
o t h e r .

Freedom: Freedom means the ability to control one's own life instead of being con¬
trolled by others, as is the ease with hicrafchy. This is sometimes colled liberty or
autonomy Controlling other people's lives is not freedom but arestriction of free¬
d o m .

Self-Management: In groups decisions should be made in amanner so that every¬
one has an equal say. People should govern themselves, rather than dividing peo¬
ple into some who give orders and some who obey as in hierarchical otganisaiionsU1
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iriLludrs nrî hht>urh<iod assemblies. wi>rkers‘ councils, syndicalist unions and the
hlce These non-hmrarch.cal organisations immld Fight against the insthutmns of the
old societs (povcmment. capitalism, patriarchy, ett >and as the old society i
destrovrd the\ lake

Rmlical EgaKtarwaism: AnarchisU believe in an egalitarian sotiets Fhis docs
mean some tottlitarian society where everyone is identical or lives klcniical liseb
It does not mean denying individual diversity or uniqueness. Rather anarchists
believe in equality of both wealth and power -anatural consequence of the aboli¬
tion of hierarchy.

n<

er the running of society.

FenaMsaa: Anarchists £mrour social, economte and political equality for men and
women. The domination of men over women should be abolished and all people
given control of their own lives

DifTerent Kinds of Anarchists

DilTcrrMcs af Foens; In addition to differences «n anarchist socicts

Jtould liKik like, diilcrem anarchists also focus mom on dilferem	Anarcha-
Fcminists focus on womens liberation and the struggle against patrimehy Eco-
.\narchists f.̂ us on ecology and the destruction of the environment. Anmeho-syn-
dicahsts focus on unions and the labour movement. The divisions between the var¬
ious kinds ol anarchists overlap and are not absolute. Most different kinds of anar¬
chists are willing lo cn-exist and work together.

Evahrlhm vs. RcvohHiM: The iiuqonty of anarchists are revohdionanes who
believe that an anarchist society will come about as the result of asocial revolutioa
The government wuuld be ovetthrown and abolished, the mem of production
expropriated and placed under selfuianagemenl mi arapid limilion to mieby
made. Ihhers belies ein an evolulianaiy approm:h .that anarchy will come about
as aresult of alengths ccnturies-long evolution

Violence: Some anarchists are also pacifisU who believe all forms of vioience are
im l̂ True pacifism logically implies anarchism. The stale ninherently violent
and the most violent organisation in human history; other forms of hiertachy are
û lly violent as well The majority of nmrohists are not pacifuts. however
Ahhough non-pacifisl anarchists do not glorify violence most believe that the use of
violence in self-deferKe and/or to ovcrtlvow hierarchy isjustiried.

RcbgiM aud Philosophy: Anarchists come from many differ¬
ent religions and philosophical backgrounds -from alheis-
(ic mRcrialism to postmodernism to egoism to Taoism	 &
to Christianity and everything in betweea Although ̂IXmost anarchists are aiheists/agnostks foete mreli-	 *
gious anarchists including Pagans. Christians.
Muslims and Jews. Any religion or philosophy is i‘ --
oreticalK coropaiible with anarchism so long as it does not sf

What An Anarchist Society Would Look Like

There have been mroy different visions of what an inarchisl society would look
like. Any vision dial abolishes the things anvehists are opposed to and is consis¬
tent with the earlier sMed principles of anarchism is compatible with anarchv
There are, however, many institutions that have been proposed by anarchists to
anon-hieratchical society. Most of these are not based on idle speculation but by
looking at how actually existing anarchist societies have worked Some of them

r u n

a r c :

Popular Assemblies: Also called general assemblies or mass asscmhlics In any
organisation people can come together lo meet and discuss whatev er common prulv
lems or activities they foce. At these assemblies everyone should have an equal
opportunity to participate in bodi the discussion/dcbaie and the final decisions.
These can be formed in workplaces where they would lake over the running ol all
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ifucslion oi ^riculuire: some want Ui liu away with it all logcihci anJ i>(hcrs would
keep some lonns of pfimitive agriculture.

orkplaccs. Worker assemblies would then meet regularly to plaa production,
divide up the tasks that need to be accomplished, etc. They can be fionned in each
neighbourhood in order to deal with whatever paiticutar issues confront that neigh¬
bourhood and organise to deal with them. These are based on free assoriaiinn so

licncver agroup ol people wants to get together to accooipUsh some goal they can
MmpI) form agencial assembly to organise it hrcc association also means that no
Ime would have to participate in an assembly it they did not want to. Such assem-
hlies can be lormed to organise around anything ●not only around workplace and
neighbourhutKl issues but potentially also universities, clubs, space cxplontMO, etc.
Woiker assemblies, ncighhourhuud assemblies, university assemblies, community

semblics and ilie like van all he loimcd to run society without hierarchy, based on
' . l l -ma i i agcmcn t .

U

How Might An Anarchist Society Be Created

Sel f -L ibera t ion : Anarch is ts be l ieve in sc i f - l i bc ra l ion

oppressed can only come about through the aclHuis of the oppressed themselves
tcithcr uuiivklually or collectively) Those on Ihc bottom of society have to rebel
against those onhtc lop and refuse to obey them People caiuiot be forced to be free.
Anarchy cannot be created by some vanguard seizing power but only by Ihe self-
liberation of the oppressed.

The l iberat ion of Ihe

1uuncils: The dillcrcnt assemblies can co-ordinate their activities through the use
i>i acouncil system. This udune by each assembly assigning acontact person(s)
I^umciimes called aspoke or delegate) to meet with other contact people from other
assemblies which they want to co-ordinalc things with. The meeting of contact peo¬
ple IS called acouncil or spukcscouncil. Position of contact person should rotate
Itcquunlly l.ach contact person is mandated, meaning that they arc instructed by
the assembly lhai they come from on how to deal with any issue. The contact peo¬
ple would be given binding instructions. commiUing them to aframework of poli¬
cies, developed by their assembly, within which they would have to act If at any
lime they \lolate their mandate their assembly would insuntly recall them and theu
decisions revoked. I)ccisian-mak.ing power stays in the assemblies: contact people
simply convey and implement those positions. Cortact people do not have any
authority or special privileges. Councils arc orgaiuscd from the. bottom up, with
control staying In the assemblies. They arc nut hierarchical organisations but sim¬
ply co-ordinate the activities of the assemblies without authority. Instead of hierar-
>. h> there arc decentralised cortfedcrations aiul networks. This difiiers from leprc-
scniaiivc institutions in thal decisiun-making power stays in the assemblies wfaae-
as represenUtives can make whatever dccisioiu they want and have authority over
others These councils can be fonned to co-otdinaic the activities of assemblies on
uhaicvcr level needed. Worker councils can co-ordinate the aaivitics of the work-

avscmblics, neighbourhood councils can co-ordinate the acuvtties of diffcreiU
neighbourhood assemblies, etc. They can also do this on aregional scale -fwming
regional worka councils, etc -and those regional confcdcratioos can use the same
method to co-ordin»U with each other. In all cases dcc.ision making power stays
with the assemblies upon which the councils arc based -the assemblies would be
the core of any organisation.

Direct Actian: Uircci action means that instead of relying on someone else to act
lor you (such as apolilkian) aa fur yourself It is my acUon which people them¬
selves decide upon and organise themselves that is based on their own collective
strength and does not rely on getting mtermcdwles lo act for them. Examples of
direct actioo include strikes, boycuOs, sabotage, insurrections and civil disobedi¬
ence. Direct action can also be libtalory because it puts power in the hands of ordi¬
nary people; instead of relying on someone else to do something ●we do it our¬
s e l v e s .

BmUwc the New Society within the Shell of the Old: The means you use will
greatly affect the ends you gel As such anarchisu organise along the same pnnei-
pics in which we advocate atgarasmg society: non-hierarchically. For this reason
anarchul organisations are often based around general assemblies and spokescoun-
cils. Many anarchists see the initial framework of anarchy being created within the
old sodeiy, befrire capitalism and Ihe stale arc abolished. Popular organs of kII-
managemetu would be formed before Ihc overthrow of the old society. This

c t
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DecisioB Making Processes
Any decision nudcing process in which everyone has control over their mvn lilv

snd all memhers have an erpial say, rather than dividing people inio order givers an l̂
order takers, is theoretkalfy compatible arith mrehism. Althnngh there
difTerent ways in which this can be done, there are two main methods of non-hter-
archical decision making which are advocated by most anarchists:

■itliers I'ut would instead work in co-operatives or lor themselves.

C'alIcctivKm. In Collectivism markets would be abolished. Instead of using mar¬
kets to co-oidinaic production they would set up wnrken councils, as described
above, lo co-ordinate productiofL Each workplace would be run by ifs own woik-

a.sscmbly and each assembly would federate with other workplace assemblies in
the area, forming alocal srorkers council. The workets councils would federate
with each other (lorming more councilsl as needed on many levels. Money would
be kepi and people paid on ihe basis of how much they work. Most collectivists
beliese that collcctivi^ would eventually evolvx into agift economy.

a r e m a n s

c r

Consensnr. In consensus everyone in Ihe group must agree to adecision before n
can be put into action. Ail contributions are valued and participation is encounured
Any member can block consensus, stopping adecision they strongly obievt n>
Members may also 'stand aside.' allowing adecision they do not like lo be mad.-
without blocking or supporting it. Participatory EcMMaaics (ah* called ParccM|: This is similar to collectivism,

ihc biggest dilfcreiKC is that there are consumer assemblies in addition lo worker
assemblies. The underlying values Parecon seeks to impicnieni are equity, solidar-
iiv, diversity, and participatory self-management The main mstituti
these ends are council self-management, balanced job comptexes, remuneration
according to effort and sacririce, and paiticipatary planning. Consumers and work¬
ers directly democratically and co-operaliv̂ ' negotulc their production and con¬
sumption on an uuhvidual basis and via worker and consumer councils and federth
lions of councils. Balanced job complexes share quality of work and empowering

^k equitably throughout Ihe workplace and Ihe entire economy. Workers
remunerated for effort and sacrincc. so in tandem with balanced job complexes con¬
sumption bundles arc roughly equal, with minor discrepancies due to people’s cho¬
sen working hours and intensity.

fHreet Denaeracy: Decisions would be made by directly voting on the opiums -
the option with amajority of votes is implemented. Anarchists who ad\ ocate dim i
democracy do not believe in amechanical priKCss whereby the maiority just vcics
away the minority and ignores them. It is intended In be adynamic discussion
process where diffnent people listen to each other and exchange ideas Ihmi
Democracy is combined with free association as well -meaning that anyone who
out-voted does not absolutely have lo abide by the decision They tan simpiv leas e
the group.

t o a t t a i n
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These decision making processes would be used in the popular assemblies
couTKils, etc. There are many variations on them and it is also possible lo synthe¬
size consensus mid direct democracy. Some groups could use direct democrjry hut
require the majority be of acertain size (such as 2^3rds or ?'4ths) instead of
pie majority. Another variation is to anempt lo achieve the largest maioritv po-̂ si-

Gin EcMMiy: Also called anarcho-communism or libertarian communism. Agift
economy would abolish money and trading all together. Production and dfstribulion
would be done purely on the basis ol need through aconfederation of free com¬
munes fhe economy would be organised along the lines of 'from each according
lo abilits. lo each according to need.” The '’conununiSHi" in anareho-ccimmiinism
has nothing lo do with the countries that some wrongly call ’Communist” (USSR.
Lhina, etc ). None of those countries actually claimed lo be communist, they
^Uimed to he in atransition lo communism. Anaicho-communists opposed these
dictatorships from the very beginning and have participMl in mwiy rebellions
against them. Anarctxxommunisls would do away with money, central planning
and the state -all of which were present in the USSR, China, etc.

Primitivism: Primitivists would abolish industry, civilization and most forms of
technology Instead wiarcho-primitivists advocate alow-tech green society This
would be cither an agrarian or hunter-gatherer society. Primitivists ire .split on the

a s i m -

b l c

E c o a o m k s

There have been many ditTcreni economic systems envisioned by anaribiM'.
These different visions are not necessarily incompatible with each oiher and coul.l
probably co-exist tvilhin the same society. The main ones are;

Mutualism: In mutualism people would be either self-employed or part of a
worker-controlled co-operative (individual co-operatives would be run by worket
assemblies as described above). They would produce goods and trade them
market. Ahbotigh mutualism uses markets to co-ordinate production it is not capi-
lalist because wage labour would be abolished. No one would sell Ihcir labour I"

o n a


